International migration and medical credentialling.
The Single European Act of July 1987, coupled with various other regional and national laws, the purposes of which open borders to the free movement of peoples, goods and services, is soon to be put into operation. Although awaited with much eagerness and expectation, there is also a need for strategic planning in order adequately to address new and possibly ominous legal and medical practice problems. In the United States, a National Practitioner Data Bank, which went into full operation in September 1990 was created to monitor physicians, nurses and other health care providers involved in negligence actions which result in the payment of moneys by settlement or by verdict, and to prevent those whose licences have been suspended, revoked or restricted in any fashion in one state from practising in another based upon reciprocity licensure or board certification criteria. In order to protect patients from abuse by uncredentialled individuals or dangerous clinicians, and further to protect institutions from liability incurred by inadequate credentials checks or through ostensible liability, the creation of a practitioner data bank utilizing modern data gathering, storage and retrieval methods is proposed for the European Community. It should be created under the auspices of the United Nations--possibly through the World Health Organization which already accredits medical education and training programmes--and should be charged with creating uniform standards of professional practice; certifying professionals; and serving as a credentials' clearing house for the health care industry.